
2012 SCCA Lineup
• February: Clothesline Art Exhibit, Ki-

wanis Winterfest, Camp Brule
• March: Spring entertainment at DarWay 

and Highlands care centers
• April: 20th annual Youth Art Exhibit, 

Sullivan County Library, Dushore
	 2nd annual Literary Awards and pub-

lication of Hills and Valleys magazine

• May: 15th annual Choice of Show pur-
chase of a high school student‘s artwork for 
permanent display at school

	 2nd annual Theater Award given to a 
high-school level student

• June: “At the Forks,” Roving Historical 
Theater, Forksville

• October 13-14: annual juried Art Expo, 
Fall Festival, Forksville Fairgrounds

• October 20: annual members potluck 
dinner, St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore

• December 8: annual Artisans Holiday 
Sale, St. Basil’s Hall, Dushore

• Year round: Classes in the visual arts and 
crafts

Sullivan County Council on the Arts 
P.O. Box 243, Dushore, PA 18614

570-928-8927  -  info@sullivanarts.org 
www.sullivanarts.org 
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The SCCA mission is to promote, 
preserve and foster artistic and 
cultural activities, in cooperation with 
local organizations, that enrich the 
lives of the residents and friends of  

Sullivan County.

SCCA Programs
It was the best of years, it was the worst of 

years…

2011 proved a banner year for new Arts 
Council programs.

Most important in supporting art for youth 
was the inauguration of awards in theater 
and writing for students in high school and 
home schoolers at a high-school level.

The Theater Award is given to a single 
high school-level student who has made the 
most significant contribution to theater, in 
acting and/or stage work. Our first winner 
was Julie Polcrack.

On the down side, the flooding of Sep-
tember 2011 was little short of catastrophic 
in Sullivan County. For the SCCA, it meant 
that our flagship fall program, the annual Art 
Expo, was cancelled. Thanks to a donation 
from Chesapeake Energy, the Arts Council 
had refurbished the Blue Building at the 
Forksville Fairgrounds and increased both 
the level of prizes and the area from which 
we draw our visual artists. 

However, this was a minor annoyance 
when balanced against the widespread 
personal devastation, especially in the 
Sonestown and Hillsgrove areas, where 
houses were destroyed, crops obliterated and 
roads made impassible. It’s a mark of the 
resilience and superb good grace of county 
residents that everyone has come together to 
support their neighbors and to clean, mend 
and rejuvenate the area.

For 2012, we will be bringing Simple 
Gifts, a superbly talented musical duo 
who will present a hands-on program for 
elementary school students this spring. It 
will be the first major production in our 

greatly expanded music program.
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“Cone Flowers,” an original painting  
by local artist Karen Black, was 
offered as the prize in 2011’s SCCA  

holiday raffle.

The Literary Awards are based on prose 
and poetry contributions to our new literary 

magazine, “Hills and Valleys.”

Hills and Valleys
Volume I, Spring 2011

Butter Milk Falls     
Molly Frey   

I look over the waterfall.I see all the wildlife passing by,Slowly walk over and dip my toes in the cool water,Then go for a swim.Laying on my back the world stops,All I hear are the birds chirping,And the waterfall roaring as it’s rushing to go to the next place,
Where ever water needs to go.The relaxing smell of pine trees surround me.But now I must leave carefully maneuvering around slippery rocks,

Only to be back again tomorrow,But for now I must say my goodbyes.I’ll be back tomorrow and experience it all again.

Runaway World   
Carrie FenstermacherShe dreams up a fairytaleSomewhere too far for anyone to findFilled up with all things she lovesEverything she hates left behindAs she walks she’s stepping on white rose petalsTrees made of silverRiver flows of goldIn the distance you can hear her favorite song

It seems everything has been betterSince he broke her downA perfect world to drown herself inNo, she won’t let him wear her downShe’s much too strongShe walks down the road of roses
With her head held highLooking up at the cloudsShaped like butterflies

No one can see herNo one can hear herJust like it was meant to beA place filled with loveHer real life filled with hateThere’s always a light at the end of the tunnel
Her mother promised herIt looks like she found itThe best part, no one else can

Blue     

Amy McGee   
It’s a deep, deep blue. Radiant with the sun and placidly moved by the 

wind. It’s ardently filled with deliverance and departure.
At first I can hear the gulls fly, but the farther on I go they become fewer 

and fade with the separation. In the beginning when I look back I can see 
the town. Simple, memorable, and yes, just like a post card. Past the town 
I see the mountains, the white cliffs, the trees. The more I escape the less 
I see. Beyond the reach of the other boats is my own big, blue empire. There can’t be anything like it. No feeling at all. It must be the most ironic thing. Only when I am surrounded by all the blue in the world am I most happy. I feel as if I can go on forever, standing in my faded jeans and seaman’s jacket, wind rippling through my hair. The mist from the boat’s 

voyage kissing my face. In that moment, standing there, wishing I could 
kiss it back, I learn that it is possible to feel your heart swell. To be hugged 
when alone. I touch the water. It is cold. My hand cups the small glass jar in my pocket. I stall the moment, stuck in reverie. Finally, I draw the jar, crack the lid and dip it into the deep water. I feel as if I have ruptured something hidden for centuries. In the light I hold the now white water looking at it’s prism-like image, knowing it’s magic. Overwhelmed I close my eyes. It is okay. My hand sways across the soft, warm wood of the boat. All is perfect for a second. I open my eyes, no matter what I must always go back.
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We welcome people of all ages to become members of the SCCA. 
We also encourage businesses to join, to help support both the arts and
the tourist economy of the county.

Membership benefits
¥ free SCCA tote bag (plus other gifts for Patron and Benefactor)
¥ 10% discount on SCCA classes and events
¥ quarterly mailed newsletter of Arts Council activities
¥ weekly email update
¥ annual membership potluck dinner
¥ support of the artists and students of Sullivan County

Membership levels
Individual or family (receive tote as gift)          $25
Patron (receive tote + BBQ apron)                      $50
Benefactor (receive tote + choice of Roving Theater DVD)      $100

Please circle membership level, clip form and mail with check to: 
SCCA, P.O. Box 116, Forksville, PA 18616

New member Renewal

Member: $25                     Patron $50                            Benefactor  $100    

(Benefactor: please indicate choice of DVD

Name:

Address:

Phone:

E-mail: 
(e-mail address used only for membership mailings)

Please add me to your volunteer list

I am an artist

My medium is

I am interested in teaching a class

Roving Historical
Theater
In 2007, the SCCA inaugurated the
Roving Historical Theater, featuring
an original production yearly, each held in a
different county community, each highlight-
ing the heritage of that community, and
each written, directed, acted and staged by
local residents. 
Our productions so far:
“The Founding of Sullivan County”
(2007): Laporte’s establishment as the
county seat.
“Floating Past Hill’s Grove” (2008):
Hillsgrove’s lumbering and tanning indus-
tries. 
“Dushore: Past and Present” (2009):
Dushore’s role as a commercial center.
“Northwest Passage” (2010): Fox and
Elkland Townships’ Quaker beginnings.

DVDs available of last three productions.

For 2011, the SCCA will perform
“Diamonds and Coal,” focusing
on two of the most exciting endeavors of
the 20th century in Sullivan county: mining
and baseball.
Mining was a dirty, hardscrabble business
for the workers who wormed their way
through dangerous shafts, often chipping
away for hours at a time, lying on their sides,
wielding pick and shovel.
Yet in Sullivan County, particularly in the
mines around Murraytown and Bernice, our
miners fared better than many, having show-
ers and a company hospital.
As for semi-pro baseball: The Bernice teams
of the 1930-40s are still a legend in north-
central Pennsylvania.

Alyssa McDonald received the 2010 Choice of Show award. The
SCCA purchased her drawing and placed it on permanent display at
the high school, along with past winners 

Membership: Giving and Receiving

Our work
is sup-
ported by
Penn-
sylvania
Partners
in the
Arts
(PPA),
the
regional
arts fund-
ing part-
nership of
the Penn-

sylvania Council on the
Arts. State funding
comes through annual
appropriation by
Pennsylvania's
General Assembly and
from the National
Endowment for the
Arts, a federal agency.
PPA is administered in
this region by the
Bradford County
Regional Arts Council.

Choice of Show
At the annual Sullivan County High School
art show in May, three judges from the
SCCA pick a single work by a student artist
for the Choice of Show Award. 
The work is purchased from the student
artist, framed and placed, with plaque, on
permanent display in the school hallway.
The Choice of Show was first given in 1998.

Youth Art Awards
Each April, the Dushore Tuesday Book Club
and the SCCA join to present cash awards
to students from the Sullivan County School
District, home schoolers and the Red Rock
Job Corps Center.
In 2010, students entered over 200 art
works, and prizes amounted to more than
$500. 
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Choice of Show
At the annual Sullivan County High 

School art show in May, three judges 
from the SCCA pick a single work by 
a student artist for the Choice of Show 
Award.

The work is purchased from the student 
artist, framed and placed, with plaque, on 
permanent display in the school hallway. 
The Choice of Show was first given in 
1998.

Our work is 
supported by 
Pennsylvania 
Partners in 
the Arts 
( P P A ) , 
the regional 
arts funding 
partnership 
of the 

We wish to thank 
Chesapeake Energy for their 
support of the Choice of 
Show, Literary and Theater 
Awards, as well as the fall 

Art Expo.

Promotional materials are 
funded in part by the Sullivan 
County Room Tax Fund 
and the Endless Mountains  

Visitors Bureau.

Youth Art Awards
Each April, the SCCA presents cash 

awards to students from the Sullivan 
County School District, home school-
ers and the Red Rock Job Corps Center. 
In 2011, students entered over 200 art 
works, and prizes amounted to more than 
$500.

Roving Historical Theater
In 2007, the SCCA inaugurated the 

Roving Historical Theater, featuring an 
original production yearly, each held in a 
different county community, each high-
lighting the heritage of that community, 
and each written, directed, acted and 
staged by local residents.

Our productions so far:
“The Founding of Sullivan County” 

(2007): Laporte’s establishment as the 
county seat.

“Floating Past Hill’s Grove” (2008): 
Hillsgrove’s lumbering and tanning 
industries.

“Dushore: Past and Present” (2009): 
Dushore’s role as a commercial center.

“Northwest Passage” (2010): Fox and 
Elkland Townships’ Quaker beginnings.

 “Diamonds and Coal” (2011): Two of 
the defining endeavors in 20th century 
Sullivan County: mining and baseball in 
Bernice-Mildred.

For 2012, the Roving Theater will pres-
ent “At the Forks,” covering the early 
history of Forksville and Millview, with 
a special emphasis on the often-neglected 
Native American presence.

DVDs are available of the last four 
productions.

Pennsylvania Council 
on the Arts. State 
funding comes through 
annual appropriation by 
Pennsylvania’s General 
Assembly and from the 
National Endowment for 
the Arts, a federal agency. 
PPA is administered 
in this region by the 
Bradford County Regional 

Arts Council.

Alyssa McDonald received the 2011 Choice 
of Show award. The SCCA purchased her 
painting, “Man’s Ever-Changing Moods,” 
and placed it on permanent display at the 

high school, along with past winners.

“Diamonds and Coal” - Making do  
in the Great Depression.


